A drawing and cast of the bone were exhibited. The chief interest of the case lay in the illustration it afforded of the difficulties often attending 
the nearest practitioner, and have paid for their advice. He would therefore advise those gentlemen who were connected with such Dispensaries to abandon them as injurious to their brethren in the profession, especially to its junior members.
Dr Morton had no doubt that these dispensaries were frequently uncalled for, that they sometimes injured the members of the profession, especially those struggling to rise in it, and that an unprofessional thing was done in advertising them. The chief evil was that the advice was not always given gratis; he had heard of cases in which a fee was charged, and this was certainly most unprofessional. Several of these special institutions, however, served very useful purposes.
Dr McLean said that he had long felt very strongly on this subject, and his opinion of his profession was not so high now as it was in his student days. The junior medical practitioners?especially those who have to start without money or friends, feel that gratis special dispensaries are a nuisance. These institutions are injurious to the necessary and legitimate charities in the city, such as the Infirmary, because they absorb contributions which should go to the funds of these charities; and he believed that the special diseases would be equally well treated in the Infirmary as they are in the special dispensaries. They are injurious to the profession, because many of those who frequent them for advice are perfectly able to pay a regular practitioner ; and sometimes it happens that a medical man finds that his patients go to these places to get a second opinion. They are injurious to the public, because they tend directly to pauperise the people, and destroy a healthy sense of independence, by encouraging habits of improvidence.
Prof. Young said that special institutions were entitled to some consideration, as affording admirable means of study to the junior members of the profession in departments not taught in the ordinary curricula. This was the point of view in which they were defended by their advocates, and the defence would be a valid one, if the leading professional appointments in them were held on the same footing as those in general hospitals. At the [May, same time, he believed that the functions which they discharged would be performed more efficiently were special wards in large hospitals set apart for the reception of the patients at present treated in detached special dispensaries. By thus concentrating them into one institution, they would be placed under the control of responsible medical men, and security would be given to the public that their charitable contributions were economically administered, and to the teaching bodies and students that methodical instruction in these special branches would be efficiently conducted. It was true that the introduction of special departments in a general hospital considerably increased the working expenses of the institution; but the question of expenditure was comparatively an unimportant one, as the increased outlay would be made up by the saving to the public purse in having the contributions of the benevolent administered by one central house, instead of, as at present, by several independent bodies. Dr James Stewart quite agreed with the last speaker as to the propriety of concentrating several of the special institutions into the Infirmary, though it would be advisable to leave a separate hospital for eye diseases. The most objectionable feature in the present system was the way in which these dispensaries were advertised. This could not be for the benefit of the students, who all knew very well where these institutions were situated, without having the fact of their existence and locality blazoned in their faces by public advertisement. This system was one to be strongly deprecated and discouraged, as in every way unprofessional.
Dr Renfrew said that it was not alone the advertising system w hich was discreditable, but the way in which these institutions were got up. It was well known that they were often started by practitioners desirous of bringing themselves into notice; these practitioners managed to interest their personal friends, and these again influenced others ; it was represented that a special institution was wanted in some locality, and soon it was brought before the public fully organized. Another evil is that the same men continue in them from beginning to end, and this had a contracting influence on these men's minds, and made them frequently take a narrower view of their professional pursuits than would be taken by one He began by referring to the natural hesitation with which one consented to discuss this subject, and the desire felt by every one to keep it out of sight as long as possible. Until the wide ventilation which it had recently received in the public prints had removed his reluctance, he shrank from bringing the subject before the Society. For many years some professional men had tried to obtain legal interference with the immoral traffic which polluted our social system, but public opinion had not till lately been sufficiently pronounced to enable the legislature to interfere. The terrible ravages of venereal disease in the army and navy at last forced those in power to take up the subject. Dr Ritchie said that to his mind the moral aspect ot the question so preponderated as to have very great weight with him in deciding as to the propriety of the contemplated legislation. In looking at the history of the question, he saw nothing more strongly stamped upon these Acts than the infringement of high moral law. Admit the principle of this measure, and they at once admitted a principle at variance with the law of God, and, this being the case, the Bill must fail to do good, and must necessarily do harm. God had said, "Thou slialt not commit adultery; " this Bill in effect said, " Prostitution is a necessary institution." The law of God and the law of man are therefore, in this matter, directly at issue. The Bill legalises prostitution, sets up an establishment of prostitution, makes prostitution respectable, renders it reputable and safe. As a therapeutic agent he believed that it would prove a failure. He was at present engaged in preparing a scheme which he believed would go a great way in obtaining a remedy for the existing state of things at garrison and seaport towns. The principle of the scheme was a systematic examination of the males, and this scheme he would take another opportunity of bringing forward.
JJr MacLeod, in replying, said that there were two ianacies wnicn naa been continually cropping up during the whole discussion. The first was that it was contemplated to license brothels. Now, there existed no ground for such an assumption. With respect to the present legal position of these houses Dr Gairdner was in error; a brothel is not unlawful, provided it is managed in such a way as not to attract attention or offend public decency. Another fallacy which ran through the discussion was that Government had to legislate for the morals of the people. This was an entire mistake. With regard to the contrast which some speakers had drawn between this country and the Continent, he might say that he had lived in all the countries alluded to?in France, Germany, Italy, and Russia ?and he had never heard of the Continental system having in any way increased the spread of syphilis, or that there was any movement to have that system superseded; nor had he any recollection of being accosted by pimps in any Continental city, though he did not deny that the system might be to some extent in operation. inches long by 2 inches broad occupied the whole side of the head. It was as hard as marble, and the skin over it was little affected. On examining it, he suggested to the ntudents that it might probably turn out to be a bloody tumour which had undergone organization, though it would be a remarkable fact if in the space of four months this process had been so complete. He cut through the tumour, but he found it impossible to dissect it from the scalp, and therefore he cut straight down to the bone, where he found soft blood, and turned out the tumour from below. On examination, he found it to consist of various layers in different stages of organization; and the most superficial, about an eighth of an inch in thickness, assumed all the characters of a fully organized fibrous tumour.
Dr Coats said that the fact of Dr Macleod having been unable to watch the tumour through its whole course must somewhat detract from the value of his opinion that it had undergone this remarkable metamorphosis. 
